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Abstracts: 
___________________________________________________ 
 
ANTISYMMETRY AND WORD ORDER IN SERIAL CONSTRUCTIONS 
 
Vicki Carstens  
 University of Missouri–Columbia 
 
 Strict head-final surface order derives from underlying left-headedness in Ijo, a Niger-Congo 
language of Nigeria. A word order anomaly in Ijo SERIAL VERB CONSTRUCTIONS (SVCs) strongly 
suggests this, and left-to-right asymmetric c-command among internal arguments of SVCs con-
firms it. The anomaly is universal among surface right-headed languages with SVCs, indicating 
that deep left-headedness is universal, as antisymmetry theory predicts (Kayne 1994). Assuming 
complements are in Specs, and that a light verb v selects every VP (Chomsky 1999), I derive 
VOVO from OVOV by two instances of V-to-v movement. I argue for a nonuniform approach to 
SVCs, involving relations of both raising (Campbell 1989) and control (Collins 1997). Other 
aspects of SVC word order are predictable from a universal thematic hierarchy nontheme > 
theme, and short scrambling (Takano 1998). 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
A PHONETICALLY DRIVEN ACCOUNT OF SYLLABLE WEIGHT 
 
Matthew Gordon 

University of California, Santa Barbara 
 

 The author proposes that syllable weight is driven by considerations of phonetic effectiveness 
and phonological simplicity, and that the phonetically best distinctions are those which divide 
syllables into groups that are phonetically most distinct from each other. Phonologically complex 
distinctions are those which exceed an upper threshold in the number of phonological predicates 
to which they refer. It is claimed that languages adopt weight distinctions that are phonetically 
most effective without being overly complex phonologically. Syllable weight thus reflects a 
compromise between phonetic and phonological factors. The proposed model of weight further 
suggests that phonological weight distinctions are ultimately predictable from other basic 
phonological properties, such as syllable structure. 
 



_______________________________________________ 
 
FEATURE CLASSES IN PHONOLOGY 
 
Jaye Padgett 
 University of California, Santa Cruz 
 
 This article argues for a particular understanding of feature class behavior—the recurrent 
patterning together of certain phonological features, such as place of articulation and laryngeal 
features. The proposals build on the well-known work of feature geometry in assuming the 
importance of feature classes in phonology, but differ in that features of a class are targeted 
directly and individually by constraints (or rules), even when a feature class such as Place is 
mentioned. Further, constraints mentioning feature classes are gradiently violable. Evidence for 
this view of feature classes comes from two sources. First, assimilation involving feature classes 
is sometimes only partially successful; an adequate understanding of such cases requires the 
proposed view of feature classes. Second, there are broad categories of feature class gen-
eralization that require it, including dissimilatory effects usually handled by the obligatory con-
tour principle. Overall, the proposals broaden the explanatory potential of the feature class idea 
due to feature geometry. At a more general level, the results here suggest that linguistic repre-
sentations sometimes need to be reconsidered in the context of optimality theory (Prince & 
Smolensky 1993), since they can effectively function as inviolable constraints and so hinder our 
understanding of the more subtle kind of phenomena revealed by analyses employing gradiently 
violable constraints. 
 
_______________________________________________ 
 
THE SEMANTICS OF GENDER IN MAYALI: PARTIALLY PARALLEL SYSTEMS AND FORMAL 
 IMPLEMENTATION 
 
Nicholas Evans 
 University of Melbourne 
Dunstan Brown 
 University of Surrey 
Greville G. Corbett 
 University of Surrey 
 
 Mayali has four genders and five morphological classes, with formal identity between the 
gender prefixes and four of the morphological class prefixes. Gender and morphological class are 
assigned according to different but largely overlapping semantic principles. We analyze these 
partially overlapping systems within the NETWORK MORPHOLOGY framework; an implemented 
model demonstrates that the analysis gives the correct forms for the majority of nouns in a basic 
lexicon, and further extends to understanding assignment in the avoidance register. Our account 
depends on recognizing two different types of default: NORMAL CASE DEFAULT, the expected 
outcome in a given domain, and EXCEPTIONAL CASE DEFAULT, the last resort short of full lexical 
specification. 



 
BOOK NOTICES IN THIS ISSUE 

 
  
Cruse: Meaning in language: An introduction to semantics and pragmatics...........H. Ji 180 
Costa: Word order variation: A constraint-based approach..........................J. M. Lipski 180 
Valdman et al. (eds.): Dictionary of Louisiana Creole .................................J. M. Lipski 181 
Herschensohn: The second time around: Minimalism and L2 acquisition...J. M. Lipski 182 
Archibald (ed.): Second language acquisition and linguistic theory ............J. M. Lipski 183 
Kohen & Kohen-Gordon: Ladino-English/English-Ladino  
    concise encyclopedic dictionary ...............................................................J. M. Lipski 

 
184 

Poplack (ed.): The English history of African American English ................J. M. Lipski 185 
Jaffe: Ideologies in action: Language politics on Corsica ...................R. McColl Millar 186 
Leiss: Artikel und Aspekt: Die grammatischen  

    Muster von Definitheit.................................................................R. McColl Millar 
 

186 
Mæhlum: Mellom Skylla og Kharybdis: Forklaringsbegrepet i 

historisk språkvitenskap...................................................................R. McColl Millar 
 

187 
Jucker et al. (eds.): Historical dialogue analysis..................................R. McColl Millar 188 
Enger: The classification of strong verbs in Norwegian  
    with special reference to the Oslo dialect: A study in  

inflectional morphology...................................................................R. McColl Millar 

 
 

189 
Loritz: How the brain evolved language......................................................... I. Pittman 189 
van Geenhoven: Semantic incorporation and indefinite descriptions:  

Semantic and syntactic aspects of noun incorporation in  
West Greenlandic.................................................................................. J. D. Bobaljik 

 
 

190 
Hansen (ed.): World knowledge and natural language analysis ..................K. Chirkova 191 
Kanno (ed.): The acquisition of Japanese as a second language .................... P. S. Ding 192 
Heine: Cognitive foundations of grammar ..................................................... P. S. Ding 192 
van Riemsdijk (ed.): Clitics in the languages of Europe .................................J. F. Eska 193 
Csernicskó: A magyar nyelv Ukrajnában (Kárpátalján).  
Göncz: A magyar nyelv Jugoszláviában (Vajdaságban).  
Lanstyák: A magyar nyelv Szlovákiában .....................................................A. Fenyvesi 194 
Megenney: Aspectos del lenguaje afronegroide en Venezuela ...................T. C. Frazer 194 
Rudanko: Diachronic studies of English complementation patterns: 

Eighteenth century evidence in tracing the development of verbs and 
adjectives selecting prepositions and complement clauses.............................C. Mills 

 
 

195 
Frascarelli: The syntax-phonology interface in focus  

and topic constructions in Italian ..........................................................A. Pereltsvaig 
 

196 
Brandt: Modal verbs in Danish ........................................................................M. Pierce 196 
Dimitrova-Vulchanova & Hellan (eds.): Topics in South  

Slavic syntax and semantics ......................................................................... C. Rudin 
 

197 
Kenesei (ed.): Crossing boundaries .................................................................. C. Rudin 198 
Menn & Bernstein Ratner (eds.): Methods for  

studying language production..................................................................Z. Salzmann 
 

199 
Fouse: The languages of the former Soviet republics:   
   Their history and development ................................................................G. H. Toops 

 
199 



Tanaka: Turn-taking in Japanese conversation: A study  
in grammar and interaction .................................................................. M. Yamaguchi 

 
200 

de Vincenzi & Lombardo (eds.):  Cross-linguistic  
perspectives on language processing ........................................................... I. Alvarez 

 
201 

Haacke:  The tonology of Khoekhoe (Nama/Damara) .................................. C. Bowern 201 
Hanfling:  Philosophy and ordinary language:  

The bent and genius of our tongue  ........................................................  K. Chirkova 
 

202 
Cohen:  Think generic! The meaning and use  

of generic sentences  ..............................................................................  K. S. Chung 
 

203 
Chen:  Modern Chinese: History and sociolinguistics................................. K. S. Chung 203 
Brinton & Akimoto (eds.):  Colloquial and idiomatic  

aspects of composite predicates in the history of English ...................... K. S. Chung 
 

204 
Union der Deutschen Akademien der Wissenschaften  

& Sächsiche Akademie der Wissenschaften zu  
Leipzig (eds.):  Werkzeug Sprache: Sprachpolitik,  
Sprachfähigkeit, Sprache und Macht  ........................................................  M. Ciscel 

 
 
 

205 
Hemforth & Konieczny (eds.):  German sentence processing ........................... S. Gahl 205 
Janssen & Redeker (eds.):  Cognitive linguistics:  

Foundations, scope, and methodology............................................................ A. Głaz 
 

206 
Rohrbacher:  Morphology-driven syntax:  

A theory of V to I raising and pro-drop .....................................  J. Gutiérrez-Rexach 
 

 207 
Krahmer:  Presupposition and anaphora ........................................  J. Gutiérrez-Rexach  207 
Ghadessy (ed.):  Text and context 

 in functional linguistics .......................................................................D. O. Jackson 
 

208 
Bublitz et al. (eds.):  Coherence in spoken 

 and written discourse ..........................................................................  D. O. Jackson 
 
 209 

Lockwood et al. (eds.):  Functional approaches to language, culture  
   and cognition: Papers in honor of Sydney M. Lamb ...............................A. S. Kaye 

 
 209 

Contini-Morava & Tobin (eds.):  Between grammar  
and lexicon.................................................................................................  A. S. Kaye 

 
 210 

Guéron & Zribi-Hertz (eds.):  La grammaire  
de la possession................................................................................R. McColl Millar 

 
 211 

 
  
 
  
  
 
 
 
 


	Table of Contents 78.1
	Antisymmetry and word order in serial constructions
	A phonetically driven account of syllable weight
	Feature classes in phonology
	The semantics of gender in Mayali
	Book Notices

