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Abstracts:

GRAMMAR IS GRAMMAR AND USAGE IS USAGE

Frederick J. Newmeyer
University of Washington

A number of disparate approaches to language, ranging from cognitive linguistics to
stochastic implementations of optimality theory, have challenged the classical distinction
between knowledge of language and use of language. Supporters of such approaches point to the
functional motivation of grammatical structure, language users’ sensitivity to the frequency of
occurrence of grammatical elements, and the great disparity between sentences that grammars
generate and speakers’ actual utterances. In this article I defend the classical position, and
provide evidence from a number of sources that speakers mentally represent full grammatical
structure, however fragmentary their utterances might be. The article also questions the relevance
of most corpus-based frequency and probability studies to models of individual grammatical
competence. I propose a scenario for the origins and evolution of language that helps to explain
why grammar and usage are as distinct as they are.

REFERENTIAL DENSITY IN DISCOURSE AND SYNTACTIC TYPOLOGY

Balthasar Bickel
University of Leipzig

Narrative production experiments reveal systematic crosslinguistic differences in the pre-
ferred ratio of overt to possible argument NPs (called here the REFERENTIAL DENSITY value)
between three pro-drop languages of the Himalayas (Belhare, Maithili, Nepali). These
differences can be accounted for by the degree to which morphosyntactic features of NPs,
especially case features, are relevant for syntactic processing. This degree is the higher the more
there are pivots or controllers of syntactic rules (e.g. verb agreement) that are defined not only on
the basis of a thematic role hierarchy but also by a case feature (as when, for example, verb
agreement is blocked by quirky case on the thematically highest argument)



STEMS AND PARADIGMS

James P. Blevins
University of Cambridge

This article presents an analysis of the conjugational systems of West Germanic that high-
lights the central role of two basic stem types and suggests some consequences for the descrip-
tion of inflectional systems in general. The analyses distinguish morphomic stems, which
underlie morphosyntactically distinct word forms, from inflectional stems, which realize tense
and mood features and provide the input to regular agreement rules. It is argued that the recog-
nition of these stem types simplifies the description of West Germanic conjugations, supports a
general realization-based approach, and suggests a reinterpretation of current realizational
models.
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